You Are a Global Citizen – Become a ‘Commoner’

We All Have Become Global Citizens
Who Have Unprecedented Power to Change Our Common Future

· Each of us is connected with all other people through the joint heritage and sharing of nature’s bounty, inter-subjectivity, profound understandings of indigenous peoples and wisdom traditions and other social relationships in every culture, as well as the global communications systems that, every day, are bringing us closer together.
· Nature and society form one integrated whole. Therefore every action taken by an individual – or not taken – can have far-reaching consequences both for the people of the world and the environment we depend upon. 

· Moreover, the impact of a single action can be amplified many times over when a community works together for the benefit of its members. A striking example is how one woman used social media and the Internet to rally the people of Egypt to free themselves from the yoke of a firmly entrenched dictatorship. Her actions and the joint efforts of thousands of others have inspired similar movements in other nations, first in the Arab world, but spreading all over the globe to such countries as India and Israel.

As Global Citizens, Each of Us Is An Integral Part of the Global Commons

We are interconnected in many ways. Also, the economic and other systems of the world are only as strong as the weakest link. Therefore, it is in everyone’s best interests that the produce of nature, society, and our diverse cultures should be seen as commons goods. These commons goods must be made – and kept – accessible to everyone, including coming generations. Accomplishing this will empower each of us to develop his or her full potential and help to strengthen the whole. In turn, the whole will benefit all of its parts – including every human being.

Access to commons goods which are now under either private or public jurisdiction must be structured in a way that, beside the present “owners,” all other people and nature can prosper.
For example, individuals and collective bodies of all kinds (corporations and governments), if granted permission by the relevant commoning communities, could pay fees for the use of natural commons such as land, water, air, plants or animals. This would also apply to the use of social and cultural commons such as the Internet, libraries, schools, etc. The fees would be used for the restoration and enhancement of these commons goods as needed. Any funds left over could help to reimburse the commoning communities and a basic income for all people.

Commons goods tend to be managed by communities of practice, not individuals. Already groups of people are taking vital steps to preserve and reinvigorate commons goods. For example, by:

· allowing land to grow wild so that animal and plant species that were in danger of becoming extinct can once again thrive;

· reclaiming barren lands or empty city lots to build parks or grow food for needy families; 

· helping to revitalize flagging local economies by using alternative currencies; 

· making cheap computers available to those who would otherwise be marginalized by the digital divide; and,

· providing easy access to knowledge, films, art and music. 

And so, by helping to share commons goods, using social connectedness and communications to their fullest potential, and acting in the interest of all, each person– as local, regional, or global commoners – can contribute to the well-being of both their loved ones and strangers alike as well as benefitting nature.
We are entering a period of change for which there is no blueprint. And since each person counts as either a part of the solution or a part of the problem, it is essential that we learn to work together and communicate in transparent and inclusive ways as we produce and manage commons goods. This can be referred to as commoning.

The natural calamities and social unrest which challenge us today are caused by the total actions of all of us even though some of us are acting from only the necessity to meet our basic needs. It is vital to individual and collective happiness that we understand that we are responsible for the fate of our fellow human beings. We sink or swim together.
The incentives to work together increase by the day. Often such challenges as conflict over scarce resources, the disintegration of whole regions due to climate change, and economic dysfunction or social unrest are often outside the jurisdiction of individual governments or are too costly for private companies whose objective is to make profit. 

That’s why a vigorous and dedicated group of commoners is so vitally needed today. Importantly, their actions must be taken without harming the ability of others to enjoy these same rights.
Global Citizens and Commoners recognize that all people:
1. Are interrelated with all other people and with nature;
2. Must help care for the commons goods that are essential for the well-being of both society and nature;

3. Must have access to those goods they need to thrive;

4. Should participate in an inclusive and transparent form of decision-making about how these commons goods can best be cared for; and,
5. Should safeguard the Earth and each of its inhabitants by acting in an all-win spirit.
Every worldwide change begins with a few dedicated people. Please join us so that together we can use our collective power as global citizens and commoners to create a world that works for all people and nature. 

For more information, please contact:

· info@worldcitizensaction.com
· www.globalcommonstrust.org, or 

· www.worldcitizensaction.com
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